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How Kankakee County Secured
the Largest EV Battery
Investment in lllinois to Date

A Better Future For Clean Energy
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i | INTERSECTIllinots.org




THE MIDWEST
GROWTH LEADER!
Kankakee County, IL

s

AANHED #3 AMONG
MANUFACTURING HUBSINTHE LS
FOR SMALL COMMUNITIES.

— Bk Fad Tirig “.igia'lllll
LOCATION: & Six 1-57 exils
= 3 Class-1 Railroads « Reglonal Airport
= U5 min from 2 internaticnal airports
WORHFORCE: 2 AM Labarforce
within 45 minutes
INFRASTRUCTURE: Ready access
uttilities with asundant electric,
nalural gas, waber and waslewaler
treatment, High-speed inlermel

and fibar networks

$2.158 MAJOR CAPITAL
INVESTMENT ANNOLMCED IN 2023

58,18 FRODUCT EXPORTED
IN 5 YEARS
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process For screcning Racign comggutics
doanp business in the LS. the Vilkape
grvermment u.j|ﬂ:.i||.1.. “Thee Fescleral
e T fEVIews il:ld LY IJIII.'L
business sctiviry of non-LLS. companies
throuph the Commirtes on Foreipn
Ivvesement in the United Stares,

alsoe knovwn as CFIUS, Ceorion has
already been operating for 2 number

of years in Fremaonr, Califarnia, and
'|I'||.1|,'|'&'I'I|:|(‘1'Ifl,'. Ul Caorion was
recently given a federal groen light in
Michipan.”

Ihe Manieno |‘||.1I'|l will assemible
hatteries using components from that
Michipan site. When Ciation's firse
LS, -made barterses mlled off the line in
Fremont in [December, Cootion Senior
Wice President Li Chen, wheo also serves
as presslent of Cotion
Americas Pusiness, s,
“loday, we have made
A mame For surselves in
the Americas markes,
and with the help of the
IMlirnes h.1rre'r:. .;nnr_r
and M ichigan material
factory, Gotion will wark
ne:gnl;mr with custnmers
tow bauilel @ Incalized and
divessified supply chain
system characterioed by a
Fuall waluse chain.”

The kecal povernment in Manteno
alsor quelhed rumoess that the plam
would be seaffed by hundreds of
Chinese workers instead of Americans,
“The Gotien EV battery manufacturing
plant in Mantero will creave 2600 full-
time jiobs, with cmplovees being paid
al Dt 2o of the average wape of
similar job classifications in Kankalee
Counry,” the Village cxplainod.
“Around o of those 2,600 cmployecs
will be from China, and their sole
purpose will be o conduct wraining
on the EV bartery manufacmuring
process.” Morcover, Kankakee
Communiry Collepe will be a crucial
rraining: parcner and thus be expanding
progzramas “that will raise the hocal
cduwcarion level and resdiness for jobs of
the Furare.”

Py [mMagent, Manieno, leon

“It"s Put LS on the Development Map”
“Any sweoessful endeavor like this is
||_u||_r a team L'ITur1, |||hi||u.-.|:. started ll:‘-

the Seage of Misois,” Manteno Mayor
Tim Mugent tells Site Sclection, “We've
had countless conversations with the
gowernor's office, with the Deparemens
af Commence and Foomamic
Opporounity, Ineerseer Mlinos ...

| mean, they were key in making

thiz h.'.p]'.u;'n."

Ohver the vears, Mugent has worn
many hats in Kankakes Counry, with
each sta ge of his career h.1'\.-'||1g.'- hand
in developing the region inen what
is today. As a local business owner
himself, he karned che tricks of the
e, expa n|1|ng hi= I|'.|'n|.1m'_5.'nn1 intae
the arena of housing development,
establishing namerons
subxlivisions throughawar
the counry.

Atier \lllgrn'. =]
hia-.'\cm'.r\:ny in 200,
appuartunities i s his
expertise pullu‘d hirm st of
his short-lived retirement
amd indo the heart of
Kankakee County's
dlevelopmens effirts, firs
as mayor then as president
amd CEO of the Foonomic
Alliance of Kankakee |-:'.|:luu|}. Ta
this day, be continwes w defily jupple
bath ritles.

|.||_|;muu|'|. Site Selection [T
st down with Nugent o discuss
Gation's expansion i the future of
the CORMNALY he ealls home.

Frisin a bistiness standpolal, whal are the faclors
Pt maike Kaniicakise Counity 2 good chaloe bo place 3
comporale Baclity?

L Wiere in the Midwest, [so]
abviousky owr central location, The
couney is bess tham an hour from che
ity of Chicags, a hupe marker for
cverything. All the differcnr amenivics
thar Chicapgo has o offer as far as
Lransportation, sir, rail, freight — oo
matter what, everyrhing basically passes
through Chicago. Ie's the only place

in this cowntry where all five major
railroads are scr. 5o as Fur as corporine
III&.':IliIII)'.. Illl'illg access o :I" ||)’_'
different modes of ranspomatien is very
impertant. By being in the ceneer of the
COULNTY, S350, west, north, south, doesn't
manter which way you g0, you can cover
a3 lor ot pmpln;' in ashart pcruxl of rime.
“The fact vhar we are just an hour outside
of the city affords us the ability o offer
3 more econsmical I|1|;'sr}'l:~. a miore lasd-
back lifestyle, veu still be abde o enjoy
the amenities that the ciry of Chicapo
has o offer,

'Which Inadustries aré growing ak the fastest rate
Tigh now b you ares?

H Wie've got & number of different
mapr industries, Food processing is

3 prevalens industry. We havea la rge
steel industry, Mucer Steel is Incaned
heere, | hrfr have spun oft amd cased

3 Iet of smaller subsidiaries and other
companies b hcate here, We have 2

la rae ph—. rmaceutical COMTNPSNY C2) led
51 Behr ng

L an Ausiralia-hased
pharmaceutical facility that has been in
o ared for 7o years, but in the last fve
yEArE, rhu':r wee maide some moltibillion
dedlar expansions in our area, They are
the Lurgest manufacturing emphoyer that
wi have in the county. ']||.<.'g.' L'mphl'.
abouur 500 poople.

W are number three in the nation
fire amall |:||Ll:|:I.lpu'.il:u1| arias for
manufycmring, Whether it be in
pharmaceutical manuficturing, ol
processing and manufacruring or
plasses and chemicals, we have a koo
of manufactusing in our area for the
amount of |.n:q,|u].-_liu|l thar we have

I Sepbenabed 2OI3, Gollom annaunded It was
Imvesting 52 billlon be lacate an eledtric vehide
Ratbery glgaraciory n Manteno. How di Gt prejot
e o be?

L] W por involved in that back in
December of 2ozz. Incersect 1linois,
which is the stare’s private orpamization
thiar does site selection for companies.
and the lllinois Deparment of

to The Heights!

« Immediate access to three interstate highways

# 16 million square feet of commercial and
industrial space

* Over $1.5 billion in annual retail sales

* 15 minutes to O'Hare (ORDY and
Chicago Executive Airport (PWIKD

* A5 minutes to Downtown Chicago
s "Best Downtown Atmosphere” -Daily Herald readers

* "Bast City/Town to Live" -Daily Herald readers

Arlington Heights has evervthing
your business neads to thrive.

comalie o= Arlington
Helights

TAKE ITTD THE HEIGHTS!

Start today at
vah.com/business

SITE SELECTION sipcE iz 107




P wioms wrd e wg m . 0 g of o e

Commserce amd Foonomic Opponunity,
which is the state-run econemic
development agency, reached ot w

a numbser of ecommic development
apencies throwghouwr the stace, saying thar
they had 3 company that was a bawery
TUrET TNan wWas ﬂﬂkil'l';: for

new sies in the Uniced >
and thar it wias a forspn company.

Ihey gave the specifics our of whar
this campany was leaking for, and asked
all the staewide econemic development
nr_r*,111|nrinn= o sahmit pnn:'nt-al HILCS
that they might have that would mest
the criteria thar this company had
cstablished., Soowe submirred buildings
thar we had thar met their criteria,

TaCs

which evenin
they ended up.

ally turned oug to be whene

This prjedt Is expected (o creale aver 2 630 jobs. How
does Kankakee Gaunly plan ba suppari b fobs thal
e realed?

That was one of the company’s
comcerns snce we are a raral ars. The
population of the coaney is arend
neooo people. They were concerned
aboar whist her oo mod we would be able
o have enoigh -.-|1I|:|11-.--:f|'n||:\l-:!:.1'|'s
oo stafl that Facility, but hecanse of owr

prosingiry o Chicgoe and all the suburbs
AL

in Chicapo within a 4- 10 50-mi
driving range of Mameno, their
workfoece [labor pool] is over two-and-
s-halFmillion people. Thar gave them
the assurancs that the wolume of people
for their emiployes base was going to be
mppnnﬁi in thisarea,

Do you expect secunng a project of this nageitede i
b Turiber devedapiwent In G county?

We've already been contacred by
a nurmber of difterent companies thar
are potential suppliers tn Cotion, that
weanr 1 be, you know, not neceszarily
nexn donr but within a close proximiny,
S, we've had some comversations with
3 few companies already because of
the announcement, |t helped to pur
our area on the map in the electric
vehicle industry. The governor of the
state of [linois is pushing really hard m
expand the EY market in 1lin il

it’s working. There have been several

ditferent announcements and several

different companies throughous the
state in that industry that have made
{mvestments, ©ation heing the hipzest =n
far, which puts us in the lead right new

fowr the number of employees thag will

Iz e oowr ares working in chat industry,
Ko ir's pur us on the development map.
s Froan companies chat

might not have considered owr ans

in the st bocause I.|.‘|'.'}' l:'.‘luul_',hl. that
miayhe we were too far out of the gy or
it wasn't the sdeal carion. Mow that a
majar international company has chosen
W, they e STLTing: w0 revisit us as 2
potential sire,

Faawe there been any Infrastnicure profcts
annoumced recetly?

There have been a namber
of different highway investments in
the state of [ linois in upgrading and
widlen '“I_-I\. II'\II.'I'SI ate '::-'-'\‘f]'.".lh'\.:"\.. I‘:"‘h.’"
used v be two-lane, so-year-old bridpes
arz heing comverted into four-lane
bridpes, brand new for the fumire.
Arcarnd the area where Cotion is going
o be deseloping, the state had already
commitbed b about F5o0 million worth
off highway upgrades even hefore the
ATPNCETENE. S thoss ane even mione
rEsnns v.-h:({.l'-m'-n chatese oar area,
[hesczmser] thag was already in the works
I Il.'h' state and

lnng hetore they
the county and local municipalities ane
continually investing in infrastructure

The Time is Now!

¥ LABOR FORCE: 400,000+ wiihin
B LOGISTICS INFRASTRUCTURE

S
NW

¥Yfin@m
SouthamillinelsMow.arg

wpgrades, Ard as e meed arises, they
will contine o de so.

Which efber seclors do pou expect o experdente
growth oves the bext few years?

Wiz suspoct thar becawse of the
intlux of new poteneial employers, we'll
sce somc additional hovels char will be
developed and ocher ameniries thar po
along with the number of people thar
they'te poing, v bring in. Anytime you
gemerats more people, you've por o have
all the other industries that go along
with that as far ax
TESEAURANES, pas stacions and charging
stations and thase types of things,

The mare peaple y
amenitics thar they want and thar
get creatsd

thets and

1 hiave, the more

‘What kclad of suppor! does your commanily offer
entrepenems and small businesses?

W' always supporting new
businesses, new ene TEpIFEnEnrs, “lhers
have been a rmber of new basinesses

that have started, especially since
COWITY A lar ot peeple went off and
were ot of the workforce for 2 while and
we see a ot of them coming back intn
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the wodcforee, opening up coffec shops,

breweries venturing ofl in areas that
maybe they wouldin' go w il COVID
hadn't happened.

Here ar the Economic Alliance, we per

anumber of calls from pesple leoking
for business advice and leoking for
potenrial areas char they could apply
for grants and incentives m open up
buasinesses, | think the maore corporare

coiphoyecs thar we pet coming here, the

need for more CMITEPIEMCUTS and mone
smaller businesses & poing m increass,
| see more coffes -.hnru, bakeries, mione
bars, restanrants, those type of things
mking place hecause of our expansion
nat just h} C.otioim, bt owr entine
manufactaring base has been prowing
steadily over the lass tew years, And as
thas grows, it .1'.|r|1m.|r:r.1||}' penerates
the need for other things w be m be
in the anea.,

How wauld you desribe the Ecoanmic Ullance's
appraach ko develapmenl and allradlieg busieet?

genl: We're a countywide organization.

B, whilks every munkcips It ¥ dnes
things an their own, we represent the

BUSINESSISUS

whtle county, It doesn’t matter where
acompany might be lnoking or where

they're poanp to go, it they call our afhce

we'll help put them in touch with the
right people thar they need to talk
whether it be in 2 municipality, whether
it he im |:|niru.'\c||-_.|||r.||wl areas, whether
it b wiith the utility companies, we'll
weork wirh them in any way that we can
in order to make Kankakes { aonty
amattractive place and an esy place w
o bnsd messs,

(e of the things that ['ve heard from

«

ATTHE CROSSROADS
OF AMERICAL g

OUR ADVANTAGES:

Barge shipping on linoi

Interstate 80 & 39, 2 hours from 0'Hare
| hour from Rockford, Quad Cities, & Bloomington Airports,

llinois ommunity Collec

1e Business Training Center,

Lower labor costs, Lower taxes, lower land costs

companies is that in seme places they go
the resounces are kind of heher skelver,

wherz they have to contact 3 number of

ol ifferens agencies to pet the answer that
they are beoking for, W hile we might not
have the answer heere, we can put rhem in
towch with the people who can. Ie doesn’t
matter where they're loking in the
county, we cover the entine connry,

We're mit r«m:l'.iﬂgI for one
municipality over another. We figuere any
conmpanies that come inm our county
benefit no matter where they |ncate.

MNorth Cantral
df Ninois
- Economic
Development
Corporation

Comtact us foday 0 815240005

ar visit www.northeentralillinols.org

An Underdog
No More

A Hoosier’s 25-year trek in
semiconductor manufacturing
brings him back home to Indiana.

by RON STARNER
ron.starmergsiteselection.cam

Rerndering al new KHaroed
Semianducks GG
F ndang

rigical clements of America’s
semiconductor supply
chiin comtinue w grow
rapidly in the Midwest as
starcs oomipete for billions of dellars in
federal CHIPS and Scicnoe Act fumls.
Ar beast one suane in the repion secks
capiralize on an often-overlooked aspoc
of this marker: the high-weeh packaging
required by the wordd's mose advanced
microclectronic chips.
Recent project anneancements in
rvliphe cirics sugpest thar Indiana
is poing all in on chis sector and the

b
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