
Kankakee County
Board Update
January 2022



Mission
The Economic Alliance of Kankakee County is a public-private
partnership that works to create jobs and expand the economic
base by improving the local business climate in Kankakee County.

The Alliance employs a collaborative approach to support
development in the strategic areas of business retention, expansion
and attraction, and workforce and community development.



2022 Board of Directors
The Economic Alliance of Kankakee County Board of Directors is comprised of private-sector

leaders and elected members of the Kankakee County Board.
 

Chairman Jeff Hammes, President / CEO, Peoples Bank
Vice Chairman Dr. Michael Boyd, President, Kankakee Community College

 
Jeff Bennett, Managing Partner, McColly Bennett Real Estate

David Johns, Partner, Geoffrey, Johns & Associates
Melissa Kahoun, Environmental Compliance Manager, Aqua Illinois

Phil Kambic, President / CEO, Riverside Healthcare
Stephen Liehr, Kankakee County Board

Steve Magruder, IBEW retired
Pat Martin, Market President, Midland States Bank

Chad Miller, Kankakee County Board
Theodis Pace, President, Kankakee County NAACP

Samuel Payton, Kankakee County Board
Maureen Powell, Head of Communications, CSL Behring Kankakee

Christopher Shride, President / CEO, AMITA Health
Russell Tobey, Vice President, Kankakee Valley Construction Co.

Andrew Wheeler, Kankakee County Board



A Look Back, 
A Look Ahead
Propelling Kankakee County Forward



$256M
58K+ SF

23
CAPITAL INVESTMENT

OF DEVELOPMENT

PROJECTS ANNOUNCED

2021



49
23

PROPERTIES SUBMITTED

RFI PROJECT REQUESTS

2021



$1.6M in capital funding
through Rebuild Illinois
Improvement Program

Widen taxiway and
relocate taxiway D

 $179K in local funding

Rebuild Illinois
Greater Kankakee Airport

Support from 19 local
businesses



Proposed Pipeline
Expansion
Pembroke Township Natural Gas Investment Pilot
Program created by HB3404, signed by Gov. Pritzker

Nicor Gas ability to serve
Pembroke Township,
Hopkins Park areas

500 ft. gas main
extension per customer

Contact for info: 630-388-2008,  pembroke@southernco.com

Public informational sessions every
Thursday in January
Pembroke Public Library
12:00 - 5:00 pm

mailto:pembroke@southernco.com


Kankakee

Kankakee Riverfront Society
$3.5M East Riverwalk project,
expected start Q3 2022

300 ft. riverfront, dramatic
overlook, multi-purpose event
space, watercraft docking and
portage

Q3 2025 expected completion



Workforce
Adjusting to a New Pandemic Normal
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Workforce

Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security

Kankakee County
unemployment, 
November 2021

5.0%

Illinois
unemployment,
November 2021

5.7%
Kankakee County Unemployment Rate



3,000 Less than in 2017

7% Decline

44,100 Currently in workforce

Workforce



Unemployment by Industry

Kankakee County NationSource: EMSI Labor Market Analytics, 9/2021



Livability
Rebounding Residential Market & Cost of Living



Livability

Kankakee County Rental Cost: 
National Average:

  Q3 2021 Composite Cost of Living 

Cost of Living Composite
90.7%

Utilities
96.5%

Housing
72.9%

Health Care
97%

Transportation
118.5%

Grocery Items
101.6%

Misc. Goods & Services
91.1%

$863
$1,259



Housing

Days on Market Change in
Closed Sales

Total Sales
Volume 

Year-over-year Sales Statistics for 2020 / 2021

Source: Kankakee Iroquois Ford Association of Realtors

47% 5% 18%



Accumulated from various county-wide entities

Kankakee County
Housing Permits



Source: Iroquiois Kankakee Regional Office of Education

Kankakee County
Student Enrollment



Residential Rebuild
Initiative
Extending enterprise zone benefits to
builders/homeowners to incentivize residential growth

Property tax abatement

Free or discounted
building permits

Tax exemptions on building
materials

Incentives are boundary
specific

New residential construction only

Municipalities can set own
qualifications



Residential Lots Available for
Development in Kankakee

County

400+



Marketing &
Outreach
Direct Outreach to Local Stakeholders,
Employers and Organizations



Small business recovery grants for
Covid relief from Illinois Department of
Commerce & Economic Opportunity

$450K Community Navigator
partnership with eight organizations
across Chicago south suburbs 

Focus on small business outreach 

300+ Kankakee County businesses
applied for B2B Grants



Small Business
Resources



2022
Market Profile



Veterans Resources



Hispanic Community Outreach

Kankakee Alderman Victor Nevarez
                  vnevarez0301@gmail.com    773-885-3915

Welcome Center
367 S. Schuyler, Kankakee
815-386-5586

700+ Hispanic families served
Rental Assistance
Link for immigrants, refugees
Medicare / Medicaid assistance



Kankakee County Convention & Visitor Bureau

Hospitality Industry Survey

Grundy Livingston Kankakee Workforce Board

Compensation & Benefits Survey

Kankakee Area Human Resources Management Assoc. (KAHRMA)

Human Resources Needs Assessment

Survey Outreach



1,686
Unique Career Coach
users in 2021 

761
Self-assessments
completed in 2021

EMSI Career Coach
Free web-based tool connecting available local
jobs and training with user interests. Post your job,
or register at: kcc.emsicc.com

Registered Nurse
Materials Engineer
Allergist and Immunologist

Top Searched
Occupations



2021 Board/
Committee
Participation

 

United Way of Kankakee & Iroquois Counties

Kankakee County Convention & Visitors Bureau

Community Foundation of Kankakee River Valley

Healthy Business Alliance of Kankakee County

City of Momence Vision 2030 Task Force

Pembroke Township & Village of Hopkins Park Utility Infrastructure Initiative

Kankakee Development Corporation

Venture Kankakee County

U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly's Economic Development Task Force

Grundy Livingston Kankakee Workforce Board Talent Outreach

Kankakee County Chamber of Commerce Legislative Committee

Illinois Industrial Biotechnology Coalition

Kankakee Area Human Resource Managers’ Association marketing partner

Kankakee Community College Business/Office Professional Advisory Committee

Kankakee Community College Manufacturing Technology Advisory Committee

Kankakee Area Career Center Executive Advisory Committee

International Economic Development Council

Great Lakes Economic Development Council



February 10

April 14

June 9

September 8

November 10

2022 Board of Director Meetings

        Army National Guard Aviation Support Facility

CONNECT

Tim Nugent
President/CEO

Ben Wilson
Special Projects

bwilson@kankakeecountyed.org
815-228-6995

200 E. Court St., Suite 507, Kankakee, IL 60901
815-935-1177   kankakeecountyed.org

Angela Morrey
Director
Marketing & Business Attraction

amorrey@kankakeecountyed.org
630-800-0006

tnugent@kankakeecountyed.org
815-482-1537

Joshua Megchelsen
Intern

intern@kankakeecountyed.org
815-935-1177



Thank You


