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INTRODUCTION

The 2014 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) is Kankakee County’s first
economic development plan since 1989. This effort brought together key leaders from the
public and private sectors to create a roadmap that will create jobs, foster a stronger, more
stable, and diversified regional economy, and improve the quality of life of Kankakee County
residents.

The Plan provides an analysis and documents the demographic, socioeconomic, and market
data of the region and economy. It is through this analysis and input from key community
leaders and the public that regional economic development goals and objectives are set, a plan
is outlined, and investment priorities and funding sources are identified.

In the past three years, some key indicators show signs of economic progress. The County
witnessed unprecedented private capital investment and industry expansions. Job growth rate
was one if the highest in Illinois. The US Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic
Analysis, reported that Kankakee County’s non-durable goods GDP growth rate was 6th in the
nation; overall GDP growth was ranked 26th nationally.

Even with these recent positive economic indicators, Kankakee County faces considerable
economic challenges. Through the Plan’s analysis, it clearly shows that the region meets the
economic development criteria of having “economic distress”. Kankakee County’s
unemployment is consistently higher than the State of Illinois and the US averages. The poverty
rate continues to creep higher than both the State and national averages. Finally, Kankakee
County finds its income levels substantially lower than other counties in the State. Per capita
income is only 76% of the State average. Median household income is 81% of the State average.

The CEDS Strategy Committee was responsible for the development of this five year plan
document. The Strategy Committee will assume the responsibility of overseeing its
implementation and, when necessary, consider and approve plan amendments.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Kankakee County Vision

Kankakee County currently has a diverse economy. However, it is clear that – as our population
continues to grow –our community needs more middle class wage jobs. Further, we need to
help unemployed and underemployed residents by addressing their needs for education and
improved job skills.

Our economic vision for the next five years builds upon our current economic base, promotes
education as an economic development tool, and increases our quality of life. The core of this
vision is that by 2019 this County will have middle class wage jobs for every qualified resident
and to help every resident who wishes to improve his or her situation to have the career skills
and educational tools available.

Our 2019 Vision:

By 2019, Kankakee County’s economy and population will have
grown. The Manufacturing sector is even more robust and diverse
than it was in 2013. The Transportation and Construction sectors
have gotten bigger as well. In the past five years the county has
seen a significant number of new businesses in the Health Care
and Professional Services sectors. These new and expanded
business operations are paying wages that are equal to or above
the state average for their sectors.

Major improvements in the County’s key infrastructure have
supported this business growth. The new employer parks along
County Road 6000 North have access to all utilities. The Illiana
Expressway has been completed and trucks are now using this
route instead of our local system. The Kankakee Municipal Airport
has increased its regularly scheduled flights. And, there are new
recreational and commercial operations taking advantage of the
Kankakee River.

Kankakee County public schools have uniformly excellent
graduation rates. The number of students attending both Olivet
Nazarene University (ONU) and Kankakee Community College
(KCC) continues to increase. The School-to-Careers and one-on-
one mentoring programs have helped encourage young high
school graduates to seek post-secondary training and education.
By 2019, KCC will have the largest number of adults ever in its
Manufacturing Technology Program.
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Multi-County Regional Partnerships

To grow the economy of Kankakee County most effectively, local economic development
leadership will partner with other counties in the region. In the area of Workforce
Development, Kankakee will work with its partners, Livingston and Grundy counties, on the
regional Workforce Investment Board. Kankakee County leaders are already teaming with
regional leaders in Will and other counties to promote the important development of the Illiana
Expressway.

Part of the new Kankakee County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy calls for the
Alliance of Kankakee County to participate in regional cooperative marketing efforts for new
employer recruitment.

This CEDS has the support of each incorporated community, the County Board, and a wide
range of community leaders from each sector. Copies of Kankakee County’s Board’s resolution
supporting this strategy can be found in the appendix.
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PREPARING THE CEDS

In 2005, the Kankakee County Planning Department prepared the “2030 Kankakee County
Comprehensive Plan” which includes detailed sections for Land Use, Transportation, Natural
Resources-Open Space-and Recreation, Public Facilities, and Economic Development. There is
not, however, any comprehensive plan devoted solely to providing a framework for economic
development in the County. Recognizing the importance of such a plan for guiding its economic
wellbeing, Kankakee County and the Economic Alliance of Kankakee County (Alliance)
submitted a joint application to the Economic Development Administration (EDA) for funding to
create a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).

The EDA recognized that Kankakee County is part of an important multi-county and state area
that has experienced significant economic distress and so approved an award to develop this
CEDS.

Once the Kankakee County Board approved CEDS is submitted to the EDA, the County and its
incorporated communities will become eligible to apply to the EDA for grant funds that will
support key economic development projects.

The Alliance, whose mission it is to enhance the economy of Kankakee County, Illinois, is the
lead organization for this initial CEDS. As a public-private partnership, the Alliance was formed
in July of 2007 by the Kankakee County Board and the Economic Development Association as
part of an ongoing strategic effort to boost economic development in Kankakee County. The
board of directors is comprised of representatives of the Kankakee County Board and members
of the private sector. The formation of this organization brought a unified voice to local
economic development.

The mission of the Alliance is to create jobs and expand the economic base by improving the
business climate. This organization actively supports the retention and expansion of existing
businesses as well as the attraction and recruitment of new companies. The Alliance is a leader
in bringing together communities, businesses, labor, and education, while developing and
implementing strategies that foster economic prosperity for the residents of Kankakee County.

Organization and Development

In compliance with the EDA grant, the Alliance organized a Strategy Committee to be
responsible for developing the CEDS. This committee will also review and amend the CEDS as
needed on a regular basis over the next five years. The 16 member Strategy Committee
represented the main economic interests of the County and included; public officials,
community leaders, representative of the Workforce Development Board, representatives of
institutions of higher education, minority and labor groups, and private individuals. Executives
of for-profit companies who hold key decision-making roles in their businesses constituted the
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THE PLANNING AREA

The scope of this CEDS is Kankakee County, however, Kankakee County is not an island
as its economy is part of a larger multi-county region and situations that arise within this region
directly affect the County’s economic health. While focused on Kankakee County, the CEDS will
also give consideration to the influences of its neighboring counties as well as the 21-county Tri-
State Region.

Kankakee County

Kankakee County has a population of 113,449 (2010 Census) which makes it the 18th largest
county by population in the state of Illinois. This 680 square mile urban/rural county in
northeastern Illinois is located less than 60 miles south of the City of Chicago. Within its borders
there are 21 municipalities and 17 townships.

For statistical purposes, the entire County comprises the Kankakee-Bradley Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA). The County is also part of the Chicago-Naperville-Michigan City IL-IN-WI,
Combined Statistical Area.

As is evident by the map, the largest municipalities and therefore the majority of the County’s
population is centrally located along the Interstate 57 corridor. Outside of this corridor the
County becomes more rural with agriculture being the predominate feature.
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Kankakee County as Part of a Multi-county Region

Whether one considers Kankakee as part of a three- or six-county region or as part of a larger
region covering parts of three states, it is clear that to grow the economy of Kankakee County
most effectively, local economic development leadership will continue to partner with other
counties and organizations in the region. Kankakee County leaders and the Alliance are already
teaming with regional leaders in Will and other counties to promote the important
development of the Illiana Expressway. The Alliance will continue to network and maintain
relationships with other economic development agencies in the region.
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Historical Population Trends

For the past three decades, starting in 1980, population trends show moderate to steady
population growth in Kankakee County. The only exception to this trend is a minor decrease in
population that occurred from 1980 to 1990 when the population dropped from 103,926 to
96,255. This decrease can be attributed to the significant economic downturn of the 1980’s
when major manufacturing establishments left the community. During the decade of the 1980s,
Kankakee County experienced its highest unemployment rates which at times surpassed 20%.
This period also marked a significant local economic shift away from manufacturing. In the
1990’s, the economy began to evolve into a service-based economy with a more diversified
manufacturing sector. This change helped to stabilize the community, its economy, and spark
positive population growth.

The population growth over the past 20 years suggests that the County has a relatively strong
economic base.

Table 2 below shows these historic population trends for the County.

Table 2: Historical Population Trends for Kankakee County
Population Over Time Number

2013 115,000

2010 113,449

2000 103,833

1990 96,255

1980 102,926

2000 to 2010 % change 9.3%

1990 to 2010 % change 17.9%

1980 to 2010 % change 10.2%
Sources: Statsamerica.org; U.S. Census Bureau, and Economic Modeling Specialists International

To bring Kankakee County’s population trends into perspective, this plan compares its
population to that of the adjoining counties in Illinois. Since 1980, the five counties, comprised
of Grundy, Will, Iroquois, Ford, and Livingston, have collectively grown in population.

While the five-county area saw net population growth, the concentration of the growth
occurred in the northern portion, in particular Will County. Since 1980, Will County experienced
net population growth of 353,100 residents, more than doubling its population (+109%). It
should be noted that Will County was recognized as one of the fastest growing counties in the
U.S. during this time period. By contrast the counties south of Kankakee, which include
Livingston, Ford and Iroquois, lost population.
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Table 3: Historical Population Trends for Kankakee and Adjoining Counties

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Based on this data, it is clear that the northern counties have been growing in population while
the southern counties have been declining. Kankakee County’s position between these
opposing population trends, coupled with the fact that Kankakee County has grown during this
time period, indicates that the County is more influenced by situations that occur to the north.
In particular, the scale at which Will County grows or declines will have a direct impact on
Kankakee County, especially the municipalities and townships that border Will County. It is
evident that Will County’s dominance in the area, which can be attributed to its large land
mass, its population size, and its proximity to the Chicago area, will continue into the future.

Population Projections

Kankakee County’s population has been growing and this trend is expected to continue into the
foreseeable future. Population forecasts from the U.S. Census Bureau indicate that Kankakee
County will see an increase of 36,551 people by 2040 bringing its total population to 150,000.
This represents a growth rate of 32% over a 30 year period or 1% per year. A growth rate in this
range is consistent with past population growth trends for the County.

Table 4: Kankakee County Population Projections
Year Total Population
2020 125,632
2030 137,817
2040 150,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

As mentioned previously, a true measure of economic vitality is population growth. Current
projections reflect slow and steady growth for Kankakee County. During our sessions with the
Focus Groups, meetings with the Strategy Committee and the Alliance Board retreat, it is
concluded that economic development will be predicated on efforts to grow the population.

To grow the population, the Alliance and the community must take steps to create a positive
image, develop a unified branding campaign that markets the County as a great place to live
and work, and rally efforts to improve the aesthetics of our communities.

1980 1990 2000 2010 % Change
1980-2010

Kankakee County, IL 102,926 96,255 103,833 113,449 10.2%
Grundy County, IL 30,582 32,337 37,535 50,063 63.7%
Livingston County, IL 41,381 39,301 39,678 38,950 -5.9%
Will County, IL 324,460 356,313 502,266 677,560 108.8%
Ford County, IL 15,265 14,275 14,241 14,081 -7.8%
Iroquois County, IL 32,976 30,787 31,334 29,718 -9.9%
Kankakee, Will, Grundy 457,968 485,905 643,634 841,072 83.7%
All 547,590 570,268 728,887 923,821 68.75%
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Population Cohorts and Economic Vitality

This section examines characteristics of Kankakee County’s current population including age,
race, education, income and employment. This data provides a framework of the different
factors in the community that can affect its future economic growth and development.

Age

Table 5 outlines the number of each five-year age cohort and that group’s percentage of the
overall population. Examining age cohorts helps identify unusually large population groups
within a community.

Table 5: Population by Age Cohort
Forty-four percent of the population is working age
adults (ages 25-64). Over six percent of residents are
under the age of five. Twenty-eight percent of
residents are of school age (K-Post-Secondary).
Fourteen percent are of retirement age.

These cohort percentages are similar to those of the
State of Illinois. The percent of the State’s residents
that are under the age of five is 6.3. The State has 27
percent of its residents of school age. Working age
adults comprise 53.3 percent of the State’s
population.2 Retirement age adults comprise 13.2
percent of the State’s population.

The age cohort makeup of Kankakee County presents
an average demographic curve. The one exception
would be working adults (ages 25-64) which is 9%

lower than the State average. This is significant because this portion of the population is often
considered to be those forming households and in their peak earning/spending years.

This disparity may be contributed to two possible factors: 1. the loss of manufacturing jobs
when Kankakee County experienced a significant population drop in the 1990 decennial census;
2. The lack of retaining our young population who leave to go to school and do not return to the
area.

A focused marketing campaign to retain and attract the younger population and families will
help the community combat this disparity and ensure a healthy and vibrant economy.
Continuing our efforts to create good paying jobs, foster and promote an environment of

2 2012 data; Statsamerica.org.

Age Group 2013
Population

% of
Population

Under 5 years 7,626 6.6%
5 to 9 years 7,886 6.9%

10 to 14 years 8,223 7.1%
15 to 19 years 8,222 7.1%
20 to 24 years 8,249 7.2%
25 to 29 years 7,183 6.2%
30 to 34 years 7,355 6.4%
35 to 39 years 6,849 6.0%
40 to 44 years 7,101 6.2%
45 to 49 years 7,593 6.6%
50 to 54 years 8,046 7.0%
55 to 59 years 7,687 6.7%
60 to 64 years 6,813 5.9%
65 to 69 years 5,187 4.5%
70 to 74 years 3,663 3.2%
75 to 79 years 2,761 2.4%
80 to 84 years 2,283 2.0%

85 years and over 2,294 2.0%
Source: Economic Modeling Specialists International
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entrepreneurism and innovation, and improve the quality of life are essential to attracting this
segment of the population.

Two population segments of concern are those ages 55-64 and 65 and older which are often
considered the empty nesters and in their peak discretionary spending years. Kankakee
County’s current figures are consistent with the State average for these age groups. This group
is expected to grow during the next several decades as the ‘baby boom’ generation moves into
its senior years. The expansion of these age cohorts will present challenges due to shifts in
consumer spending patterns and the demand for healthcare, housing, transportation and
leisure opportunities.

An observation that the Alliance has found during retention visits with primary employers is
that many workers in older working age group (60 to 70) are delaying retirement due to several
factors including, the need for/cost of insurance, loss of retirement funds due to the recent
recession, and the unpredictability of the economy. This delay in the retirement affects job
availability for workers entering the work force.

Population by Race and Hispanic Origin

As the County grows it has also become more diverse. The Chart 1 below shows the makeup of
Kankakee County residents by Race and Hispanic Origin.

Chart 1: 2013 Population by Race and Hispanic Origin

Source: Economic Modeling Specialists International

Not unlike other parts of the country, Kankakee County has seen significant growth in its
Hispanic population. Between 2000 and 2010 the County grew at a 9.26% rate while the
Hispanic population grew at a rate of 105% over the same period. Currently, the Hispanic
population makes up 9% of the population. The communities with the largest percent of
Hispanic populations are Momence and St. Anne with 19.8% each and the City of Kankakee at
18.5%. The Illinois percent of Hispanic population is 16.2 and the U. S. is 16.7.

White, Non-Hispanic 72%

Black, Non-Hispanic 15%

White, Hispanic 9%

Two or More Races, Non-Hispanic 2%

All Other Races 2%
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Education & Educational Attainment

It is widely agreed that education plays a critical role in the economic development and growth
of a region. There is an undeniable link between education and higher income. In addition, an
educated and skilled workforce is a strong business attraction asset. A core principal of this
CEDS is to economically grow and prosper. To accomplish this, it is essential to support
advanced training and education of our existing workforce, build a system to expose our school
age students to career opportunities in industry, and attract new residents with higher
educational levels.

Secondary Education and Graduation Rate

There are seven public and four private high schools in Kankakee County. The graduation rate
for the 2012-2013 academic year in the public schools ranged from 91% down to 67% with 83%
being the State average.3 Of the seven public high schools; three schools were above the State
average, three were below the average and one was on par with the state average. The schools
with the lowest graduation rates were in communities with families having the lowest incomes
in the County.

It is important to note that the way that graduation rates are measured has changed in recent
years, and graduation rate is only one of many ways to measure local education. However, a
relatively low graduation rate at least suggests that many students might not be gaining the
education they need to succeed.

Kankakee County also has the Kankakee Area Career Center (KACC) as part of its secondary
education structure. This institution draws students from all districts, including some outside of
the County, and offers training and education in a career oriented curriculum. This training is in
14 different fields. While not equivalent to college courses, this curriculum introduces students
to their field of choice and prepares them for entry into trades or college. KACC does not
graduate students, rather, these classes are part of the student’s high school curriculum and
the student graduates from the high school they attend.

Post-Secondary Education

Kankakee Community College (KCC) serves as an important gateway to post-secondary
education. The college serves over 6,000 students annually, and the average class size is 16. The

3 Illinois State Board of Education
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ratio of part-time to full-time students at KCC is 3 to 14. The main campus in the City of
Kankakee also houses a Small Business Development Center. Its programs were developed
through a partnership between the U.S. Small Business Administration, the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and Kankakee Community College as a service to all
Illinois small businesses. To better provide access to residents continuing their education a
North Extension Center in Bradley and a South Extension Center in Iroquois County have been
opened.

The college also provides incumbent worker training and partners with local businesses to
ensure the availability of a skilled workforce. Recently the school has expanded their
Manufacturing Technology program designed to prepare students for the modern
manufacturing environment. Students in the program may obtain manufacturing skill
certifications in nine areas or an AAS Manufacturing Technology degree. A Manufacturing
Training Center where students can receive hands-on training is scheduled to open in the spring
of 2014.

KCC is currently negotiating a partnership with Governor’s State University (GSU) to bring
higher education opportunities to our residents by extending GSU’s campus into the County.

Olivet Nazarene University (ONU) is located in Bourbonnais. This private school is considered
one of the nation’s premier Christian colleges and for the ninth consecutive year has been
ranked as one of the Best Colleges by “U.S. News & World Report” in its “2014 College
Guidebook”. It offers approximately 100 fields of study organized into four Schools and one
College.

The ONU School of Graduate and Continuing Studies offers nearly 20 master’s degrees in such
fields as business, counseling, education, nursing, ministry, teaching and educational
administration, as well as nontraditional adult degree completion programs and a Doctor of
Education degree in Ethical Leadership.

Olivet has recently invested nearly $80 million on new construction of an Engineering
Department facility, a state-or-the art Student Center, as well as a new Chapel that directly
benefits the community by being home of the Kankakee Valley Symphony Orchestra.

4 Kankakee Community College
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Both KCC and ONU are important and valued partners to our community through their mission
to provide quality education, and by contributing to business efforts through the availability of
internships, support of social services, and civic and cultural endeavors.

Educational Attainment

Kankakee County’s educational profile indicates that there is significant gap between residents
with some college and those who have attained post-secondary degrees. According to the 2010
U. S. Census, the highest level of education achieved by Kankakee County residents 25 years of
age and older is 34% with a high school diploma, 26% have some college but no degree, 8.4%
achieved an Associate’s Degree, and 17.3% have earned a Bachelor’s Degree or higher. See
Chart 2 below:

Chart 2: 2010 Kankakee County Educational Attainment

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

In evaluating our educational attainment and comparing these figures with State and National
data, it is very apparent that we have an unusually high number of individuals with just a high
school diploma (34%), some college but no degree (26%), or an Associate’s Degree (8.4%). In
comparison, these local figures are higher than the State and National averages. On the other
hand, Kankakee County significantly lags behind State and National averages for residents who
have earned a Bachelor’s Degree or higher. Chart 3 below compares Kankakee County’s 2010
educational attainment to the State and National averages. An historical perspective of the
County’s educational achievement from 1990-2010 is provided below in Chart 4.

4.70%
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34.10%

26%

8.40%

10.40%
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High school graduate
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Bachelor's degree
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2012 American Community Survey

The gap in educational attainment may be attributed to several factors. Aside from healthcare
and advanced manufacturing, the majority of jobs available do not require an advanced
education. For some skilled occupations, training is often obtained on-the- job. Leaders whom
we interviewed pointed out other factors that contributed to the County’s low educational
attainment are our ability to attract graduates back to the community once they have attained
their post-secondary education and our lack of past success in keeping ONU graduates in the
community.

Educational attainment and the challenges that Kankakee County faces due to low educational
attainment levels cannot be overstated. Our low educational attainment rates have a direct
impact upon the County’s significant disparity in per capita and median family income,
unemployment rate, and poverty rate, which-taken individually or collectively- reveals a
community in economic distress.

Economic Vitality

Along with many Midwest communities, Kankakee County has suffered substantial
unemployment over the past three decades. The County has a poverty rate that is higher than
the state average. Measures of Kankakee County’s personal and household incomes are below

0.00% 20.00% 40.00%

High school
graduate

(includes…

Some college,
no degree

Associate's
degree

Bachelor's
degree

Graduate or
professional

degree

Chart 3: 2010 Kankakee County
Educational Attainment Comparison
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the state average. Overcoming these challenges, which are similar to those of many Midwest
communities that lost significant numbers of high-paying manufacturing jobs between 1980
and 1990 are key to Kankakee County’s economic development.

To some extent, the County has been in the process of recovering from the decade of the
1980s. Today, the County’s population has grown beyond the low level of 1990 and the
unemployment rate is consistently dropping according to the Illinois Department of
Employment Services.

Nonetheless, there remain residents of the County who are not participating in its recent
economic gains. One of Kankakee County’s economic development challenges is to continue to
grow jobs that will help the unemployed and underemployed residents increase their earnings.

Wealth and Employment

Economic Development is one approach to overall community development. In this approach
the goal is to generate wealth creation opportunities for the residents of Kankakee County.
Therefore, a review of key economic indicators helps the community understand how well the
local economy is performing as illustrated in Table 6 below.

Table 6: Key Wealth and Employment Statistics
Category Kankakee County State Average

Poverty Rate (2011) 15.0% 13.1%
Per Capita Personal Income (2011) $33,171 $43,721
Median Household Income (2011) $46,046 $56,576
Labor Force Residing in Kankakee County (2012) 55,825
Unemployment Rate (August 2013) 12.8% 9.0%

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Statsamerica.org

Poverty Rate

Poverty rate is one indication of the number or percent of people in the community who have a
relatively low income. According to the American Community Survey (ACS), the 2011 poverty
rate for Kankakee County was 15.0% while the poverty rate for the same year in Illinois was
13.1% and the National rate was 14.3%.

The 2010 poverty rate from the decennial census was 14.2%. This contrasts with the poverty
rate for Illinois and the U.S. at 13.8% and 15.3% respectively. In comparison, these same figures
from the 2000 decennial census were 11.4% for Kankakee County, 10.7% for Illinois, and 12.4%
for the Nation. A factor that may have contributed to this increase in poverty rate over the last
decade was the recession that began in the middle of the decade.
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Table 7: Poverty Rate Comparison

POVERTY RATE
Kankakee

County
Illinois U.S.

2000 11.4% 10.7% 12.4%

2010 14.2% 13.8% 15.3%
2011 15.0% 13.1% 14.3%

Source: U. S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Per Capita Personal Income and Median Household Income

Per Capita Personal Income (PCPI) and Median Household Income (MHI) are standard metrics
for analyzing the prosperity of a community. PCPI measures the total income of an area divided
by the area’s population. In 2011, the PCPI of Kankakee County was $33,171. The PCPI for the
State of Illinois (in 2012) the PCPI was $43,721. Kankakee County’s PCPI is 75.8% of the State
average.

Median Household Income (MHI) measures the total income of an area divided by the number
of households in the area. The Median Household Income for Kankakee County in 2011 was
$46,046. The MHI for the State of Illinois in 2011 was $56,576. Kankakee County’s MHI is 81.4%
of the State average.

Table 8: Per Capita Personal Income and Median Household Income
PCPI 2011 % of State MHI % of State

Kankakee County $33,171 75.80% $46,046 81.40%
Illinois $43,721 (2012) $56,576
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Unemployment

Since 1976, the annual unemployment rate has ranged from a low of 4.6% in 2000 to a high of
16.5% in 1983. With the exception of a brief period in the early 1990’s, Kankakee County’s
unemployment rate has regularly been higher than both the State and National averages.
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Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES)

The unemployment rate in August 2013 was 10.4%; this was not seasonally adjusted. In
contrast, the August 2013 unemployment rate for the State of Illinois was 9.2% and the U.S.
unemployment rate for the same time period was 7.2%. Over the past two and a half years,
there have been no major plant closings or major layoffs. However, the County’s
unemployment rate has fluctuated during this time period rising and falling between a high of
13.3% in February 2013 to a low of 9.7% in May of the same year. During this time period, the
County’s unemployment rate, although higher, has paralleled both the State and National
trends. Based on the data, unemployment in the area tends to increase in the winter usually
peaking in January while the months of May and November are typically the lowest. This may
be attributed to seasonal employment patterns.

Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES)
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Employment

In order to asses our economy, we must also have an understanding of the types and quantity
of jobs in the County. The federal government tracks employment by occupation in addition to
industry sector. This data gives us a perspective on the different types of jobs in the
community. Table 9 is a snap shot of the occupations in Kankakee County grouped into five
broad occupations. It should be noted that these occupational categories range across all
business sectors. Thus, one might have a management job in a service or manufacturing
business.

Table 9: Employment by Occupations (2012)

Source: Statsamerica.org
Note: See a more complete listing of Kankakee County 2012 Occupations and Median Hourly Earnings in the Appendix.

The largest occupation cluster is Management with 14,140 jobs representing nearly 28% of the
total occupations in Kankakee County. Service occupations constitute 9,378 jobs and 18.50 %.
Production, which includes many manufacturing jobs, has 9,021 jobs and represents 17.80 %.

Some occupations have higher wages/earnings than others. For example a receptionist’s
average hourly wage in Kankakee County is $11.72; whereas personal care aides average $8.72
an hour. Twenty-five percent of jobs in Kankakee County are in Sales and Service occupations,
which tend to have relatively low wages. Management occupations tend to pay a higher wage.
For example, chief executives average $49.89 per hour.

Another way to understand an economy is to look at major employment categories. Major
industries in Kankakee County include Machinery and Bio-Tech Manufacturing, Warehousing
and Distribution, Health Care, Education, Services, and Insurance.5 Healthcare is by far the top
employment sector with over 4,800 employees when figures from the top three companies in
this sector are combined.

Employment by industry is also useful in understanding key areas of an economy. Table 10
below shows employment in Kankakee County by major business sector.

5 Economic Alliance of Kankakee County

Occupation Estimate Percent
Management, business, science, and arts occupations 14,140 27.90%
Service Occupations 9,378 18.50%
Sales and service occupations 12,676 25.00%
Natural resources, construction and maintenance
occupations

5,459 10.80%

Production, transportation, and material moving
occupations

9,021 17.80%
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Table 10: Employment by Industry (2012)

Source: Economic Modeling Specialists International

This table reflects employment by specific business sector and in some cases combines business
sectors into larger categories. The business sectors with the largest employment in Kankakee
County are: Educational Services-Health Care-Social Assistance (a combined business sector),
Manufacturing, and Retail Trade. Educational Services–Health Care–Social Assistance has
13,447 employees and constitutes 26.50% of all employment. Manufacturing at 6,274 jobs
constitutes 12.40% of county employment. Retail Trade employment comes in third at 6,022
jobs and 11.90% of employment.

It is important to understand the employment distribution of the major employers in the
County. The top ten employers indicate the importance of health care and educational
institutions to our local economy. Diversity of employment can signal economic health in a
community that does not depend upon one business sector for its employment. These
employers are ranked in order by number of employees, from 2,000 to 25 in the following
table.

Occupation Estimate Percent
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 1,254 2.50%
Construction 3,223 6.40%
Manufacturing 6,274 12.40%
Wholesale Trade 2,114 4.20%
Retail Trade 6,022 11.90%
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 3,281 6.50%
Information 773 1.50%
Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and
leasing

2,918 5.80%

Professional scientific, and management, an
administrative and waste management services

2,798 5.50%

Educational services, and health care and social
assistance

13,447 26.50%

Arts, entertainment, and recreational, and
accommodation and food services

4,647 9.20%

Other services, except public administration 2,204 4.30%
Public Administration 1,719 3.40%
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Table 11: Kankakee County Employers Ranked by Number of Employees (From 2000 to 25)
Business Description

Riverside Medical Center General Medical & Surgical Hospital

Shapiro Development Center Specialty Hospital

Provena St. Mary’s Hospital General Medical & Surgical Hospital

Cigna Healthcare Insurance Agencies & Brokerage

Baker & Taylor Book & periodical Merchant Wholesalers

CSL Behring, LLC Biological Product Manufacturing

Kankakee Community College Community College

Olivet Nazarene University University

Sears Logistics Center Advertising Material Distribution Services

Van Drunen Farms Miscellaneous Food Manufacturing

Armstrong World Industries Resilient Floor Covering Manufacturing

Illinois Veterans Home Specialty Hospital

Nucor Steel Steel Mill

K-Mart Distribution Center Durable Goods Distribution

Oak Academy Residential Care Facility

Cognis Plastics Material & Resin Manufacturing

Momence Packing Company Animal Slaughtering; Meat Processing

Peddinghaus Corp. Metalworking Machinery Manufacturing

Exel Refrigerated Warehousing & Storage

Kankakee Nursery Company Landscaping Services

Flanders-Precisionaire Air Purification Manufacturing

The Daily Journal Newspaper Publishers

Swift Transportation General Freight Trucking

Bunge Oils Fats and Oils Refining & Blending

The Valspar Corporation Paint, Varnish & Supplies

Hostmann-Steinberg Industrial Supplies Merchant Wholesalers

Crown Cork & Seal Company Metal Can Manufacturing

Dayton Superior Steel Product Manufacturing from Purchased Steel

Reynolds Food Packaging Plastics Products Manufacturing

Del Monte Fresh Produce Company Fruit & Vegetable Merchant Wholesalers

Merisant Organic Chemical Manufacturing

A.N. Webber Specialized Long-Distance Trucking

Hoekstra Transportation General Freight Trucking

Reynolds Packing - KAMA Plastics Product Manufacturing
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Business Description

Alabama Metal Industries Commercial Building Construction

Dawn Food Products Commercial Bakeries

Gilster-Mary Lee Corporation Miscellaneous Food Manufacturing

Silva International Fruit & vegetable Merchant Wholesalers

IKO Midwest Asphalt Shingle & Coating Materials Manufacturing

Bunge Milling Corn Milling

Aqua Illinois Water Supply & Irrigation

Millipore Medical Laboratories

E.A. Allen Lumber Lumber, Plywood, Millwork, and Wood Panel Merchant Wholesalers

Rohm and Haas Chemicals Plastics Material & Resin Manufacturing

Space Center Chicago General Warehouse & Storage

Plochman, Inc. Mayonnaise, Dressing, and Sauce Manufacturing

Electron Beam Technologies Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturing

Zip-Pak Plastics Product Manufacturing

W.W. Henry Company Adhesive & Glues Wholesale

Sun Chemical Corporation Printing Ink Manufacturing

Greif Containers Plastics Product Manufacturing

Vulcan Materials Company Crushed & Broken Limestone Mining & Quarrying

Belson Steel Center Scrap, Inc. Iron & Steel Mills

J.R. Short Milling Company Flour Milling

Amassador Steel Commercial Building Construction

Arctic Snow & Ice Support Activities for Road Transportation

Chicago Steel Tape Company Construction Equipment, Merchant Wholesalers

Ring Can Corporation Plastics Product Manufacturing

Source: Economic Alliance of Kankakee County

Multi-county Area Employment by Sector

Knowing the composition of Kankakee County’s occupational sectors is important when
building an economic development strategy. However, as stated previously, Kankakee County
is not an island and therefore we must also look at the diversity of occupations in the area
surrounding the County. The following chart shows employment for major business sectors for
Kankakee County and five nearby counties.








